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tional constitution has not a word to say about education or
schools; the subject falls entirely within the purview of the
states. The federal government does, however, maintain a
bureau of education, to the support of which it devotes a
small appropriation each year. The chief function of this in-
stitution has been to conduct investigations into educational
policies and methods both at home and abroad; to gather
data; to make suggestions, and to publish for the informa-
tion of local school authorities in all parts of the land its con-
clusions and recommendations.1 It has no power to put any
of its recommendations into active operation, but its influ-
ence in promoting general educational progress has been large.
Some degree of central control over local school manage-
ment has been exercised in nearly all the states of the Union
from the very beginning. Since, however, in many of them
this authority has been steadily strengthened, whereas in
others it has made little progress, one finds the widest varia-
tion existing to-day. The greatest amount of centraliza-
tion appears in Louisiana, where local autonomy in school
matters has all but disappeared; the least remains in
Massachusetts and Pennsylvania, where the local school
authorities are subjected to only the slightest restraint by
any state authority. Between these two extremes there
are all degrees of local freedom and curtailment. Every
state has established a central board of education or some-
thing of the sort.2 Frequently this is an ex officio body
made up of designated state officials, as in West Vir-
ginia, or of representatives from certain higher educational
institutions, as in California, Sometimes its members are
chosen by the governor, as in Massachusetts; or in part
by the state legislature, as in Connecticut; or they are

1 S. T. Button and David Snedden, Administration of Public fflduca*
tion, eh. iii (The  National  Government  and Education).    See also
United States Bureau of Education, List of Publications available for Free
Distribution (Bulletin, 1912, No. 25), pp. 1-37.

2 L W. Howerth, State Boards of Education (University o^ California
Publication, Berkeley, 1913, 24 pp.).